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EAST HAMPTON HOMES SHINE FOR NATIONAL SOLAR TOUR

Four solar-powered homes and one business in the Town of East Hampton will be open to the public for free
visits on Saturday, October 7" from 10 AM to 4 PM as part of the National Solar Tour & Green Buildings Open
House on Long Island. Tour visitors can learn about solar and other forms of renewable energy directly from
the people in their community, watch electric meters run backwards, and see the actual savings on utility bills.

These local open houses are part of an island-wide tour of about 100 sites that use solar energy for electricity
or heat. The Long Island Power Authority (LIPA) and Renewable Energy Long Island (RELI) are co-organizing
the tour on Long Island, with Northeast Sustainable Energy Association (NESEA) at the regional level and the
American Solar Energy Society (ASES) at the national level. The tour is expected to attract tens of thousands
of visitors nationwide and has been billed as the largest public renewable energy education event in the world.

One home available to tour, the Chaleff residence in East Hampton features a solar electric system, passive
solar heat, and a super-insulated building constructed of Structural Insulated Panels. Another, the Klar
residence in Amagansett has a solar electric and pool heating system.

"Why waste nature’s precious gift?” say Eileen and Neil Klar of Amagansett. “Let’s be less dependent on
foreign oil!"

"We all know that our communities and nation are in the midst of a global energy and environmental crisis,
disproportionately caused by our country's past practices”, said architect Bill Chaleff. “Yet, we can be part of the
solution; living responsibly on the planet in harmony with nature and each other, forms the basis of a rich,
varied and enjoyable cultural life."

LIPA currently offers substantial, upfront cash rebates (up to $37,500) for the installation of solar electric
systems. Combined with new income tax credits, theses incentives can reduce the cost by 2/3.

“The annual Solar Tour is a great way for people to gain first-hand knowledge about the residential application
of PV systems,” said LIPA Chairman Richard M. Kessel. “LIPA’s rebates go a long way toward making the
installation of a residential solar system more affordable, and the enhanced state tax credits help lower the
overall cost even further. We hope the Solar Tour will encourage others to join the ranks of Long Island’s Solar
Pioneers.”

“The Solar Tour is really the best way to ‘kick the tires’ and talk to home and business owners directly to find
out if solar energy would work for your home or business”, said Gordian Raacke, Executive Director of RELI.

The public may participate in this self-guided tour free of charge but will need to obtain a free Visitors Pass from
RELI. The Visitors Pass and information on the tour and solar energy technologies & incentives are available at
www.RenewableEnergyLonglsland.org or by calling (631) 537-8282.
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PHOTOS AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD:
Chaleff residence: http://lishines.org/solarreqistry/propertyimages/1156784610.JPG
Klar residence: http://lishines.org/solarreqistry/propertyimages/1157133386.jpg
To arrange pre-tour interviews and for location information, call RELI Program Manager Kathy Cunningham at (631) 537-8282 Ext. 0.




